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Student	  Interview	  Schedule:	  
 
 
• Check completed and signed consent paperwork 
• Should last an hour 
• 7 different areas of questions  
• There are no right or wrong answers – am interested in your personal and professional 

experiences – free to say whatever you want – ask me to clarify 
• Anonymous – can withdraw at any time 
• Can I now turn on the tape?   

 
Before we begin the formal interview I’d like you to quickly sketch out your the ideas or 
images that come to mind when you hear the word ‘entrepreneur’. 
 
 
Topic 1 – Family Background 
Can you tell me a little about your background – for example, what was it like growing up in 
your neighbourhood? 
 

Follow up/Prompt: 
• Was your family different from other families in your neighbourhood? 
• What beliefs or ideals do you think your parents tried to teach you? 
• What clubs, groups, or organisations did you join as a child? 
 
 
Topic 2 – Educational Background 
What are your best memories of school?  And your worst? 
 

Follow up/Prompt: 
• Any favourite subjects or ones that you felt you were good at? What about least 

favourite? 
• What did you learn about yourself at school? 
• What’s your view of the role of education in a person’s life? 
 
Topic 3 – University and Course Choice 
What made you choose to come to Northfield University and study this particular course? 

Follow-up/prompt; 
• How does this build on your subject choices at school? 
• Have any others in your family gone to university? 
• How did your family feel about your decision to go to university? 
 
Topic 4 – Ideas of Enterprise and Entrepreneurship  
Can you tell me about your experience of entrepreneurship and enterprise at Northfield 
University? 
 

Follow up/Prompt: 
• What was the best and worst thing about this module or session? 
• What was the most important thing that you learnt? 
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• Do you think that you can be taught to be an entrepreneur? 
 
Topic  5 – Entrepreneurship 
How would you describe an entrepreneur to someone who hadn’t heard the term before? 

 
Follow-up/Prompt: 

• What sort of a person becomes an entrepreneur?  Can you think of any examples of 
individuals or businesses that were used in the classroom? 

• What did you think of these examples – inspiring, boring, confusing? 
• What examples would you choose? 
 
 
Topic 6 – Entrepreneurial intent 
Do people like you become entrepreneurs? (if no, explore why not) 

 
If yes, follow up: 
 

• What entrepreneurial skills or attitudes do you have? 
• Where do you think these have come from? 

 
 
Topic 7 – Gender 
 
Are there mainly men or women or your course or is it fairly equal?  
  

Follow up/prompt: 
• Why do you think that this course appeals more to men than 

women/women than men? 
• Do you think it’s perceived as a ‘male’ or ‘female’ subject? Why? 
• Do you think this affects what happened in the classroom? If so 

how, if not why not? 
• Have you ever been aware of gender affecting how your teachers 

responded to you or others in your class? 
 
Talk through -  Entrepreneurial traits 
Before we finish could I ask you to work through this questionnaire?  Have you seen it or 
anything like it before? I’m interested in your thought processes as you work through it so it’s 
not about your ‘score’ more about what thoughts and feelings the questions might stir in you.  
Are you happy to do this? 
 
 If yes give them a copy of the questionnaire and listen while they work though  it. 
 If no, move on to concluding comments 
 
Conclusion 
Is there anything else that you would like to add? Any questions that you were expecting me 
to ask which I didn’t? 
 

Follow up: 
• Would you be willing to be interviewed again? 
• Would you like a copy of the transcript of this interview? 


